
 
No purchase necessary.  Children from all over Will County are invited to submit an original essay that  
answers one of the following questions: 
 

“What Does My Father Mean To Me?” 
or 

“Why My Dad is a Champion Dad?” 
 
Why is the Christian Youth Center sponsoring an essay contest regarding Dads? 
 

We are glad you asked… 
 

• We desire to inspire and promote conversation all over Will County and abroad as to why and how Dads 
play an important role in the family, in their children’s lives, and in the community. 

• We wish to create a movement, starting with Will County, emphasizing a need for dads to be good role 
models for their children, for other dads, and for dads who are struggling. 

• We wish to unite the community in the effort to tackle our most social urgent crisis- fatherlessness. 
 

How does the essay contest work? 
 

• The contest is now open, and entries must be postmarked by October 3rd, 2008.  Winners will be         
announced on or about November 1st, 2008. 

 

• To enter the “Champion Dad Essay Contest,” entries must… 
 

 - be written about a child’s father, step-father, or guardian (grandparent, etc.) 
 - be an essay that is original in content, 
 - be written or typed by the participant child ages 6 through 17, 
 - be 300 words or less, 
 - be turned in with a self-addressed, stamped envelope (so that we may either return a thank you letter 

or special finalist form), 
 - on a separate piece of paper, include full name of participant, address, daytime phone number, and 

email address, 
 - include name of parents/step-parents/guardian, along with the above contact information on the same 

separate piece of paper, 
 - be turned in by no later than October 3rd, 2008 (Must be postmarked by that date). 
 

• The essays from Children will be organized into the following groups: 
 - Ages 6 through 9 (Parents can assist younger children with writing/typing) 
 - Ages 10 through 13 
 - Ages 14 through 17 
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• Three Dads will be awarded the Christian Youth Center 2008 Champion Dad prize in Will County on          

November the 1st, 2008.  They will be recognized and given their award at the CYC 2008  Promotional 
Dinner on November the 8th. 

 
• Entries can be mailed individually, as a class, or home school group to: 
 

Christian Youth Center 
Champion Dad Essay Contest 

P.O. Box 2454 
Joliet, IL  60434-2454 

 
(If mailed by a class or group, S.A.S.E. [Self Addressed Stamped Envelope] requirement still applies for each 
individual, along with parental information.) 
 
• All entries become the property of the Christian Youth Center, and will not be returned.  Excerpts of  

essays may be used for publicity purpose with use of child’s age, and first name only. 
 
• Entries will be judged by a panel of community and business leaders from all over Will County.  Decisions 

by judges are final in all matters relating to this contest.  Winners (Child & Father) will be notified via 
telephone, U.S. Mail, or E-Mail. 

 
• Prize packages will be valued more than $200 dollars with an assortment of accessories that Dad will   

appreciate.  Prizes are non-transferable.  No substitutions or cash redemption will be allowed. 
 
• Except where prohibited, acceptance of prize packages constitutes winner’s permission to use their 

name, likeness, and biographical information for advertising and/or promotional purposes without      
limitation and/or additional compensation. 

 
• The CYC is not responsible for lost, illegible, late, torn, or otherwise mutilated or damaged entries. 
 

• Employees of the Christian Youth Center and their children are ineligible to            
participate. 

 
• Teacher, Home-Schooler, and Youth/Children’s Ministry Essay Packets are available by calling the     

Christian Youth Center at 815-723-6837, or by emailing at info@cycjoliet.org (Subject: Essay Contest). 
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